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FROM YOUR CHAPTER DIRECTOR: 

I hope your Thanksgiving was enjoyable and you had fun with your families. 

Thanks to all of you that came out to our Chapter Thanksgiving dinner. A big Thank 
You to Skip and Ed for allowing us to use the Apartment complex to have our 
dinners.  

Well . . .! As most of you may know, I once again have had yet another surgery. Yes 
that’s right I took a step backwards and my right leg gave out and my knee cap 
broke.  I have had surgery to have this repaired and am now just going through the 
process of healing.  This has put a damper on getting out to some of the other 
chapter’s events. I am sorry as we were looking forward to being a part of your 
events and I thank you for your understanding. 

 Christmas is just around the corner and I want to wish all of you a Very Merry 
Christmas.  

Our chapter has a few more events yet this year, and we would really enjoy seeing 
all of you there.  

 Toys for Children Diner on Dec 8th @ 5:30pm in Keokuk, IA., Gods way 
Christian Center, 1623 Des Moines St. 

 Dirty Santa Christmas Party Dec 9th @ Skip and Ed’s in Burlington, IA., 1431 
Cambridge Dr. 

 Sweetheart Weekend Feb 16th 2019 @ Nauvoo, IL. 

Also don’t forget to Winterize your bikes once you have finished riding for the year. 
Top off the gas tank and if you are like me, I add sta-bil to mine. Put it on the 
center stand with a piece of plywood or carpet under the front tire to keep it off 
the concret garage floor. Until we meet again stay safe and wishing everyone . . . 

A Very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 
Kevin & Cheryle Miller  
Iowa Chapter E Directors 
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FROM OUR FUND RAISER COORDINATOR’S 
 
 $ 113.89 is where we are and shooting for $ 800.00. 
 
We have spoken to Pizza Ranch about doing another fund raiser night there; we have our name on the list, 
when we get more information I will let everyone know details for next year. 
 
There are new people taking care of the pop tabs at the Ronald McDonald house. They have requested us, 
to send tabs only. We will need to remove the lids from the tabs they are connected to. 
 
The Harley Shop called and said if somebody needs winter storage he has spots open. I don’t know prices. 
 
The Toys for Needy Children Dinner is on Dec. 8th  2018 at Gods way Christian Center, 1623 Des Moines 
St., Keokuk, Ia. 52632.  Please get your name on the list. You can let me, Kevin, or Val know if you are 
planning to come. Looks like we are shooting for a 5:30 pm start time; cost will be $10.00 each. We have 
not raised these prices for years, don’t want to come, you still can donate toy’s and we will make sure they 
get there, also a cash donation instead goes a long way also. Toys need to be unwrapped, 
 
Get your name on the list for Dirty Santa on Dec. 9th at 1:00 pm. A Head count would be helpful, the Gift 
Exchange: Man buys for Man, Women for Women, ($15 to $20 Valve).  If you don’t want to participate in 
the gift exchange that's OK, come and eat with us anyway, it’s $5.00 for each person. 
 

Val and I Hope this finds that everyone had a good Thanksgiving with family and friends. 
 

We Hope everyone has a very good upcoming Christmas and New Years 
and next year brings everyone good health. 

 
  
Fund Raiser Coordinator's For Ronald McDonald House                                                               
Gary & Val Duckstein 
Ph. 319‐752‐5758 
Cell 319‐671‐0033 
garyvalduck@mediacombb.net                                                                                                                                                                       

           

WE ARE ON THE WEB
http://iowachaptere.weebly.com 
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From your District Educator, 

Since this article gets distributed through the chapter newsletters and each chapter has a different 
schedule for when they send out their newsletters, my topic this month may seem out of date. But, as I 
am writing this Thanksgiving is just over a week away so that is where my thoughts are. This is my “give 
thanks” article. Though it may be inspired by Thanksgiving, giving thanks is really appropriate every day of 
the year. 

I am thankful for having another safe riding season, for the riding I do with my friends, for their safe 
riding, for the number of friends I have met through GWRRA, for the opportunity to serve GWRRA, for 
all the volunteers that help GWRRA to be the great organization that it is. I am grateful for our members 
who have provided support to people in our group that are dealing with a variety of issues. I am very 
thankful for the people who have served our country and who protect or assist our communities, often 
with great personal sacrifice. I am thankful for people who do volunteer work to make our communities 
better. I am thankful for living in this great country. I am thankful for having a great family, for there is 
nothing more important than having people that you love. And I want to thank each of you for your support 
of your chapter, our district and for our whole organization, making it all fun. There are so many things for 
which to be thankful. 

Since riding season has pretty much wrapped up I want to wish everyone to stay safe even when not riding. 
I made my monthly trip to Cedar Rapids today and passed by several vehicular accidents. The worst was a 
four car accident that was just short of where a semi was parked along the shoulder due some mechanical 
problem and had the orange triangular signs behind it. I am guessing that maybe a couple of the cars were 
in driving in the left lane and when one of the cars in the right lane was moving over to the left, as they 
should because of the truck pulled over along the side of the road, that they may have failed to check 
their blind spot before changing lanes, hitting the car in the left lane and causing the cars behind, that 
were probably driving too close, to hit each other. This is my guess but it seems a likely scenario. If so, it 
is easy to see how this could have been prevented. 

Then, on my way home on I-80, two cars in front of me made a normal pass on the left of a truck. As they 
moved back to the right lane the second car kept moving further right onto the right shoulder before 
hitting a guardrail scraping the side of her car. She almost lost control of her car but recovered. As I 
passed her I could tell how shook up she was. Her eyes wide open, hair seemed to be frizzed out like in a 
cartoon, and fear on her face. Was she distracted by something like her phone, under the influence or 
maybe falling asleep? I have no idea but all are possibilities. I was worried that she might over-correct 
her steering and come over to hit me.  

There are so many things that can happen to us when driving. It just shocked me seeing these as well 
passing another 2 car accident, seeing a deer in the middle of the road that had been hit, and seeing a 
semi that had drove off the highway and ended up in a field. It isn’t even winter conditions yet! It was just 
a nice sunny day.   

          Continued on page 4 
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From your District Educator (Continued from page 3) 

My message is that we never know what is going to happen when we are riding 2 or 3 or 4 or more wheels. 
However, it can be simple mistakes that we make that can cause bad things to happen. Just a second or 
two of letting our guard down can have bad consequences. It takes constant vigilance to stay safe. 
Complacency and over confidence are going to lead to trouble. 

Enough of the downer stuff. I am wishing all of you a safe and happy holiday season. 

Wishing you safe travels, 

Greg Hayes 

 

Burlington Lighted Christmas Parade 

Nov. 24th  
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The Twelve Days of Christmas is kind of like 

the Christmas version of 100 bottles of beer on the wall. 

 

 

 

 

GWRRA December Anniversary Dates

Rod Mehaffey              Dec. 9, 2004 
Todd & Karen Kester    Dec. 22, 2010 

Monthly Get Together
Everyone Welcome! 

 
2nd Saturday of each month (except 
November and December). 

Fort Colony Family Diner 
5102 Ave O 

Ft. Madison, IA 
Eat at 5:30 p.m. 

Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Weekly Coffees on Wednesdays at 5:30 
p.m., various locations, see the Coffee’s 
for each month in this newsletter 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Pint Henry                 Dec  10th 
Tess Thompson          Dec. 16th 
Dick Roberts             Dec. 25th 
Lanny Brunenn           Dec. 26th 
Linda Huppenbauer    Dec. 28th 

Upcoming Events
 

Dec. 1- 2 Christmas on Main Street 
  Osage Beach, Mo 
 
Dec. 8th . . . . . Toys for Children, Keokuk, IA. 
                     God’s Way Christian Center
                     At 5:30 p.m.  ($10.00 each) 
 
Dec. 9th  . . . . Iowa E Dirty Santa Christmas           
                     @ 11:30 a.m. @ Skip & Ed’s 
                     1431 Cambridge Dr. Community Rm. 
                      Burlington, IA                  
Feb. 16 2019 Sweetheart Weekend at  
                      Nauvoo, IL 

DECEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Mike & Linda Huppenbauer      Dec. 10th 

Coffees for December. 
  
Dec. 5th       The Pink, Lomax, IL 
Dec. 12th     Rondavoo, Burlington, IA  
Dec.  19th   Gator’s, Burlington, IA 
Dec  26th    Casa Fiesta Burlington, IA 
Jan 2        Buffalo Wild Wings, Burlington, IA 
Jan 9th       Open 
Jan 16      Gator’s Burlington, IA 
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The very first Christmas gifts were NOT wrapped. This is because the people 
giving those gifts had two very important characteristics: 
1. They were wise. 
2. They were men. 
- Dave Barry 

 

   

 

 

Burlington  Christmas Parade Nov 24th 
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CHERYLE’S CORNER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
HAVE A SAFE AND HEALTHY 

HOLIDAY SEASON 
 

Ornament Guess

A great way to start of your Christmas party is to have guests guess how many ornaments are on 
your tree when they walk into the party. 

Snowball Relay: Divide the kids into two teams. Give each kid a plastic straw and prepare a small box 
for each team's snowballs (cotton balls). Place a large box full of cotton balls about 8 to 10 feet in front of 
the kids. On the signal "Go", have the first two players run to the box of cotton balls and by drawing air 
through the straw, pick up a cotton ball and take it back to the team box. When the cotton ball is released 
into the team box, the next player goes. If a player drops the cotton ball while returning to the team box, 
he must pick it up with his straw (no hands), then continue to the team box. The first team to finish wins. 
Another variation is to have the kids blow the cotton ball to a specified point and then suck it up and 
return to the starting line. 

Penguin Race: Divide the kids into two teams. Have players at the start of the line put a ball between 
their knees and waddle to a designated spot and back. The next in line does the same until all kids have 
had their turn. If the ball is dropped, they must return to start and begin waddling again. The team that 
finishes first wins. 

Favorite Christmas Carol Singing: If you have a large group, choose a few at a time to participate. Tell 
the ones you’ve chosen to think of their favorite Christmas song. On the count of three, everyone sings 
their own song (all at the same time!). If someone messes up, they have to stop singing. The one who is 
still singing at the end of the game (and hasn't messed up) is the winner. 

Marshmallow Snowball Toss: Pair up the kids. Give each pair 10 marshmallows (5 each). Have them 
stand a few feet from each other. Each kid tries to toss the marshmallows into his teammate's mouth. The 
team that catches the most wins. 


